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Sammimgthy leest m thie cacophomy aff
imegarsiars under the wmbrellas of
marpr sk lihels, mome u:l:lq'r:ru.h;li
aitists are leaming howr to not onky o
smvive, bt thive m this extremely
comnpetitive market

Resandiess ol the challenpe, mde-
preindbern antists refuse o be discoumaged
und oy of tham bawve  Hounshed
living combomiahly off the resilis of ther
ey sremuns Bhor Independent mp
antiste. record label ioons mnd mwinltml-
homaire wsmessmen such s mppors
Sean (Puffy) Combs, Perey Miller
(haster F), sl Shavsm Coney Carer
(i £} e renowiead fioc their humbde
begamnimgs, bt keen bosiness s,
whiich led oo their suceess

Conversely, not all madependents are
e luckoy Alihough in meet cases e
ks are apainest thamy tules are oming:
and “Tindies" as they ane called i de
musc workl are plowing thmough the
i o cneumre e s 1ol eody ade-
guatchy shoscases ther crestnaty, bt
it umigqueness. aid  ability w atiract
[ELVITIY COESUITICTS

“Independent mus prjects open
mawe opbons e consame s o chose
froan. changing the complexion of
musc, which & very muech needed,”
eaid Cutie Jews, co-owner of Infinie
ol Music
(v infmilssoulmisic.oom), @ Asing
m=sonltip-hop madependan artist out
of Wishington, DO, aind prodocer of
oy otheer artists, T hike to thmks ol my
progts as mnovatve and atypical. To
add, ['m thenkful that my andience 1s
grering aid oy U ane selling dhanks
o Mlyspoce and supportive mom amd

e s
lews, who poes by the seee nome
“lewels”  alse remarked  on s

wvrclmos ol bemg, lmited 4o the noo-
sontl designation te which his music is

Life & Style

linile
INIMINgG

ofien mefemed, He saud, =1 don’t like o
b cotepoiized. The tonm ‘neo-soul” is
becoming avemsel, That's why 1y o
distingyish mvy mosic as mi-soul ™

Jewes wall be nelessing o U1 ealled
Hieehi o Moverserr for ooz of his atists

s)ls

thiz Juldy,

i numiter whid genre an artist ider-
tifies with, gettmp exposune v amlby
o o endio sttions is still a major
challenge for thamall, 18w only recenthy
thai Tisdies were even considerad for
mpliy, hemp pereeived as belms
verage in takent snd product by major
lahels @ memstream medin, In fct,
pwin wears aoo, o fow mdio etk
satirn program direcioms wene mvesh-
gatad by il Federal Commmnications
Compmisson (FOC) fior kg momies,
producs, e, o play dhe culs of atists
signad umder major Inbels, Somy BRG
wats fined S 10 million for what the FCC
helieved was “pay for plin” mnswctions
between its representatives and radio
ST PIETImeTS

“Major bbek lewe a strong [old on
iy sabons amd s 50 politeal ®'s
ridicubms,"” Jews informed.
“Tmclependent artisss dio their best oy
for advertising to gel our products
pliryed it we cn'l compele with
ez kel 1ot eveen listenn o major
iy sttiems any emper, Fecmse 115 so
commercializad and they play the same
artists over amd over,”  he sasd,
“Comsuemers want more chosces of what
i Ttz den, bl they'ne ol getting L, 5o
[rtemet snkes ane boooming more suc-
poshul markectmp, woels or madepen-
dients ™

Fmdding other revenue strsmns amd
poing Eiematonal where a kol mmore

—

nidenaLtistsane
najoohstacleSyniuSIE

mese B embrmead, Jews” masic
taking hodd i dhe United Kivgdsin via
mnehic i pling

Derck Harper, program direcicr fu
Fadier Onz's 975 and W25 here in
Actlanta, said thet iy stticors dis what
they can i olier exposire i mdepen-
ezt s, b wairinins et dhese per-
lormmers sl bavve munch o learm and do
bzl pumrsing i plig

“We ploy the masc of mdependont
arfists every Thursday on both simtions,
et Incies sall bavve o go theoogh the
proper channek o be swecesshial,” said
Homper “They hivve thes ddream that
when ey zet on the radio that thei
supcess will skyrocket, bt that's not the
wy it warks, Ty noad to do dhei
fmewark hke sccuning distnbuitiom,
Citting on e mdio should be de bt
st they make on ther way o aeoess”

Eric Fleming, an up-and-comming

Adlmmia prodocer who wordcs with mde-
peindent artests foim a varety of music
genres within hes coompary, Kmadom
Dirven Productions. agrees

“I prosluce cverything foum BT
hip-hop, gosped and seudem gospel
anid they're a ot ol talented mdepemndent
artisis aui there, bt don't lave the
miney, while then: ame signed atists
swith rraomizy, whio beve bess talent"” said
Fleming. “However, that shouldn't stop
independent anists from giving 1 all
they've pot [ wou hwe wur crall
croigly it eventaalhy docs pay off but
ot abwarys mothe rodm of the super
nudti-nillicewsires ihey hewr oo edio
anid see om TV

Rocognizng the nead w adocate, as
well 25 encorirzme mualependent arists o
e their shalls, e Athagis Busic
Cromberenice amd Festrval waes cnziad 10
yeirs agn The coiference, which takes

THE ATLANTA WOICE

place Soplember 1922 m Atani, s an
opportunaty for unsigned angsis of all
penres o network and showcose ther
ialenis in frood of key influescens in the
s bty Thes: mchude repnesen-
tatives from major labels and perfom:-
img  ars  affilwies  mehedmg  the
Aumenican Society of  Composers,
Aphors and Publshers (ASUAP)
“Minety pereant of our stiendees ane
inckeperdent arzsts who hivve the oppor-
ity o network and ke fom key
reople m the mdnstry during our
daytine workshops and evening -
wimking evenis” sakl Kathy Cales,
conference and festival manaper “They
need o undendand that megor mmusic
labele are mol a0 moch imcrssied in
developing artiss amy mome amd e
mowing away from i Abdending the

See INDEPENDENCE DAY, page 14

5™ Annual Southeast Urban Music Conference

boasts major sponsors
Amirak, Heincken, Bacardi, EMI Music Marketing, AlHipHop.Com And iNDi Magaeine

The =zpe is set #r the 5th Annual
Southesst Urhen Muse Conference
(SLMC]), winch takes place Juwe 27-
ik ant the Shenion Hoel in doamian
Adlanta,

“Much of the kot and wisdom
that propel the creative aangy diving
prban sk ieliny B ol accessible in
those afiempiing o break inio the
music  inchmsiry,”  snys SUMC
Confiersnes Chainmain & Partver Tony

Barakn. "Ll mos, there les been ne
wiry for nspimng, artists i effectnehy
imderect with and leam frsen some of
the most suocesstial, mnovatne ad

Iymics, miniapes, and ek of supgon o

ke padio. W wand o cxplors and
debate  these ssses and see af
we can oreate 8 blisprint that we
all  wam follow”  he s
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